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Hanuj!

There once lived two brothers who 
were the sons of King Fonmanu of 
Noa’tau and his wife. The king’s wife 
hailed from the Kingdom of Tonga.

The King’s family and his wife didn’t 
get along as she wasn’t from Rotuma. 

To ease tension in the family the 
brothers and their mother moved to 
Ista (currently known as Roupure).

The brothers grew strong. One day 
they had an argument about who 
was he strongest.

“I’m older and 
stronger”

Kafetauof

“I’m younger 
and stronger”

Väenuk

To see who was stronger, the brothers 
got into a canoe and started paddling.

The canoe moved more towards the 
west (soloag asa), declaring Vӓenuk 
as the strongest brother.

After the race, their father, King 
Fonmanu, told them to return to Noa’tau.  

Kafetauof returned to Noa’tau 
and left the leadership of Ista to 
his stronger brother, Vӓenuk who 
stayed with their mother. 

This gave the village a new name, 
which is known today as Roupure, 
meaning leaving leadership.

The fuαg rῑ (family home) 
given to the brothers and 
their mother is called 
Nukualofa and the same 
name is still used today.

Ma tӓ’ ma mora’ 
ma mora’ 
ma öf se’ia! 

Written by Emeli Erasito, 
Hanhapmaka, Itu’ti’u in Rotuma 





How to make  
a mini storybook

1.

Fold the paper in half 
lengthwise (Short edge 
to short edge).

2.

Fold the paper in half 
lengthwise again. 

3.

Fold the paper in half 
lengthwise one more time. 

4.

Unfold the paper twice so 
it only has one fold in it. 

5.

Cut along the crease between 
the arrows. Make sure you start 
the cut on the folded edge and 
finish in the centre where the 
creases meet!

6.

Unfold the paper to reveal 
the hole you’ve cut in the 
centre of the page.

7.

Fold the paper in half but this 
time long edge to long edge.

8.

Grab the edges and pinch the 
sides inwards making a diamond 
shape with the slit.

9.

Keep pushing the edges in till 
you flatten the diamond so you 
have one fold in the middle.

10.

Now fold it in half. All done! 
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